Curriculum Vitae
Thomas Sherman, S.J.

Education

- Marquette University 1973-1977 B.A. Philosophy 
- St. Louis University 1979-1981 M.A. Philosophy

- Weston Jesuit School of Theology 1984-1986 Masters of Divinity

- University of Toronto 1991-1999 PhD Philosophy

- Pontifical University of the Gregorian in Rome 2007-2009 STL in Spirituality.  
Writings and Publications

Theses

- The Relationship between God and the World in St. Thomas Aquinas M.A. Thesis 

St. Louis University.

- The Nature and Place of Perfect Friendship in Aristotle’s Practical Philosophy PhD Thesis.  Director: John M. Rist. University of Toronto.
- Participation in the Eucharist as a Conversation between God and Us as between Good Friends, STL Thesis.  Moderator: J. Carlos, Coupeau, S.J.
Articles
- “Human Happiness and the Role of Philosophical Wisdom in the Nicomachean Ethics” International Philosophical Quarterly 42. pp. 467-492, 2002.
- “The Practical Relevance of Wisdom (Sophia) in Aristotelian and Contemporary Virtue Ethics”, Milltown Studies 55, pp. 113-141, 2005.
- “‘Being Natural’, The Good Human Being, and the Goodness of Acting Naturally in the Laozi and the Nicomachean Ethics” Dao, A Journal of Comparative Philosophy Vol. V Number 2. pp. 331-348, 2006.
- “Wisdom and Action Guidance in the Agent Based Virtue Ethics of Aristotle” American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly Vol. 80, No. 4, Fall 2006.
- “The Dao De Jing as Apophatic Discourse on the Dao as a Religious Reality” The Proceedings of the International Conference on Taosim at Mt. Tiantai and Zhejiang, pp. 647-654. 2008  
Book Reviews

- The One and the Many: A Contemporary Thomistic Metaphysics by W. Norris Clark in Theological Studies Vol. 63, 2002.
- Real Ethics: Rethinking the Foundations of Morality by John Rist in Theological Studies Vol 64, 2003.
- Aristotle on Teleology by Monte Ransome Johnsom in International Philosophical Quarterly Vol. 47, No. 3 pp. 369-371, 2007. 
 Book
- The Cardinal Virtues in St. Thomas Aquinas co-authored with Christopher Kazcor.  Sapientia Press  2009.
Teaching

- Part Time Teacher of Philosophy at Sogang University, Seoul Korea 1988-1990, 2000.  (in Korean)

- Full Time Teacher of Philosophy at Loyola Marymount University, Los Angeles, California. 2000-2007.   
- Received Tenure at Loyola Marymount University 2007.

- Teacher of Philosophy at Arrupe College, Harare, Zimbabwe, 2009 – 2017.

Academic Areas of Interest

Spirituality of the Priesthood and Theology and Spirituality of the Eucharistic Prayer.
Philosophy of God in St. Thomas Aquinas, Philosophy of Religion, Ethical Philosophy in Aristotle and Aquinas, and Comparative Ethics in Ancient Greek and Chinese Philosophy.
Pastoral Experience

- Hospital chaplain at St. Mary’s Hospital, Kang Nam, Seoul Korea, 1983.
- Hospital chaplain at St. Vincent’s Hospital SuWon, South Korea, 1984.
- Part time priest for various parishes in South Korea, Toronto, and Los Angeles 1988-2008.
- Part time volunteer chaplain at the City of Los Angeles Correctional Facility 2000-2007.
- Confessor and spiritual director. 

Language Skills

- Speaking Knowledge of Korean.

- Reading Knowledge of Greek (Aristotle, some Plato and New Testament), Latin (Aquinas), Italian, Spanish, French, and Korean.

Courses Taught at the Undergraduate level

- The Philosophy of Human Nature (Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics and St. Augustine’s Confessions.  In this course we explore the three basic questions we all have: 1. What is happiness? 2. Why am I not happy?  3. Where does friendship fit in with a happy life? from a naturalistic (Aristotle) and from a religious (Augstine) point of view and we compare and contrast both approaches.  

- Ethics.  In this course we explore the three basic approaches to ethics and their major exponents: Virtue Ethics (Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics), Deontological Ethics (Kant’s Metaphysics of Morals) and John Stuart Mill’s Utilitarianism

- History of Ancient Greek Philosophy.  From the Pre-Socratics to Plato and Aristotle.  In this course we study the ancient Greek philosophers from Thales to Aristotle according to major issues, e.g. one semester we look at these thinkers from the perspective of metaphysics (The Problem of the One and the Many), philosophy of human nature (What does human fulfillment consist in?) , and ethical theory (what ought I do with my life?)

- The Philosophy of Religion.  In this course we examine the major arguments for and against the existence of God, of God exists what more (if anything) can we know about God? And other issues in the philosophy of religion, such as faith and reason, religion and morality, and personal immortality.  In this course we use Brian Davies, O.P. An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion (Oxford 2004) and Davies’ Readings in the Philosophy of Religion (Oxford 2000).

- Ludwig Wittgenstein and the Philosophy of Religion.  In this upper division course we study the thought of Ludwig Wittgenstein and specifically how his thought and life can be brought to bear on basic questions of a philosophy of religion.  

Graduate Seminars/Lectures Taught
- The Philosophical Psychology of Aristotle and Aquinas.  Texts: Aristotle’s De Anima and Aquinas’ Commentary on Aristotle’s De Anima

- Aristotle’s The Metaphysics.  Text: Aristotle’s Metaphysics

- The Metaphysics of Aristotle and Aquinas.  Text: Aquinas’ Commentary on the Metaphysics of Aristotle.  Secondary text: Joseph Owens’ The Aristotelian Metaphysics (Toronto 1978).
-Philosophy of Time.  Texts: Aristotle, Physics IV, Aquinas Commentary on Aristotle’s Phyiscs IV, Augustine, Confessions XI, and selected readings from Newton, Einstein, and McTaggart. 
- Wittgenstein and the Philosophy of Religion.  Texts: Wittgenstein’s Tractatus, Philosophical Investigations, and On Certainty.  (See the syllabus I have sent you). 
